Effect of drugs on intrauterine growth.
Although the teratogenic potential of maternally administered drugs is well known, their stimulation of intrauterine growth retardation may be equally deleterious. Possible adverse effects of propranolol, steroids, anticonvulsants, tranquilizers, and maternal smoking and drinking are discussed. Questions of fetal development and maternal management are considered in light of their interference with the mechanism of growth regulation.